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The following post I received from Dr. Warner Woodworth, Marriott School of Management, BYU. It is his protest to Dick Cheney’s 

commencement address at BYU. I am posting it here, exactly as it appeared in his email. 

“Tricky Dick” Cheney at BYU Commencement 

Dr. Warner Woodworth, Marriott School, BYU 

A political firestorm has broken out on the usually peaceful campus of Brigham Young University, long 

assumed to be a bastion of political conservatism. For whatever reason, BYU has invited surly V.P. Dick 

Cheney to speak at commencement exercises on April 26. Actually, Cheney’s staff initiated the proposal and 

BYU agreed to make the offer. Obviously, the Vice-President had no where else to go. His public appearances 

and speeches recently have occurred mostly at secure military bases, or with veterans of the armed forces, 

crowds where he is still greeted with an air of acceptability, if not respect. 

For many members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons) worldwide, as well as 

students, faculty and administrators at BYU, his presence is disheartening. Since they and I are devoted Church 

members, why do we not support the VP? Let’s summarize a few of the numerous gripes in hundreds of 

messages sent to my campus office. 

Cheney will be the first recipient of an honorary degree at BYU to be undergoing a likely impeachment for 

warmongering during commencement ceremonies. An earlier VP, Spiro Agnew, also spoke at BYU and was 

honored back when I was a college student. Then shortly afterward, he was forced out of office and became 

convicted of corporate bribery and corruption, matters about which Cheney’s firm, Halliburton, is currently 

trying to defend itself. 

I strongly disagree with Cheney over the Iraq invasion. His defenders whine that the Clinton administration and 

other nations also suspected that Saddam had weapons of mass destruction. Perhaps so. But they didn’t naively 

launch a war, nor did they begin the decline of American credibility around the world. They didn’t assert, as 

Cheney did, that we would be greeted as “liberators.” Nor do competent individuals claim, like Tricky Dick 

https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/
https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/category/byu/
https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/category/dick-cheney/
https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/category/lds-church/
https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/category/politics/
https://messengerandadvocate.wordpress.com/2007/04/26/guest-protest-post-by-dr-warner-woodworth-marriot-school-byu/#comments
http://marriottschool.byu.edu/emp/WPW/
http://marriottschool.byu.edu/


did, that Iraq “will be an enormous success story,” or that the “insurgency is in its last throes.” More recently, 

he has asserted that the conflict is going wonderfully. 

BYU stands for peace, not warmongering. BYU’s Honor Code preaches clean language, not the “F” and “S” 

words that the VP habitually employs. Our students are taught ethical decision-making, not advocacy of water 

boarding and other vicious torture methods. Defending mistreatment at the Guantanamo prison, outing a covert 

CIA official and then having his top assistant, Scooter Libbey, take the fall and eventually be convicted for 

perjury, lying and obstruction of justice—all point to a culture of corruption, as well as downright 

incompetence. Add to these such activities as secretive conspiracies which led to spying on Americans, 

colluding with big oil executives, dumping U.S. Attorneys who objectively try to enforce the law, and the many 

other scandals of this guy—no wonder many Mormons will oppose Cheney’s arrival on campus tomorrow. His 

ethics wouldn’t even qualify him to be a Boy Scout! 

Just for the record, I need to explicitly state that in the 2006 elections I was a registered Republican and voted 

for a number of local Republican candidates, as well as Democrats and others. Over the years, I have always 

sought to consider electoral choices based on their policies, not their party; their issues and not their political 

entity. Thus, over the years I have voted Republican, Democrat, Independent, Green, Libertarian, and so forth. 

Other important electoral criteria for me include the candidate’s ethics, the morality of their personal lives, and 

the extent to which they seek power to enhance their own careers or, alternatively, they seek to empower 

constituents as American citizens. 
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RESPONSES TO “GUEST PROTEST POST BY DR. WARNER WOODWORTH, MARRIOTT 
SCHOOL, BYU”: 

1. Matt Says: 

 
April 26, 2007 at 2:06 pm 

Greatly summarized. I concur wholeheartedly. 

Reply 
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2. Chino Blanco Says: 

 
April 26, 2007 at 4:45 pm 

It may be time for some kind of moratorium on honoring requests from the Nixon administration. 

Reply 

3. Brian Aikens Says: 

 
April 26, 2007 at 6:53 pm 

“Cheney will be the first recipient of an honorary degree at BYU to be undergoing impeachment during 

commencement ceremonies.” Did I miss a news article somewhere? Undergoing impeachment? Hey Doc, provide 

some quotes on that assertion!! That’s Cheney who spoke, not Clinton. 

Let’s see, 100 well behaved protestors outside, 20,000 providing a thunderous applause inside (as reported by 

MSNBC). Very interesting, I like it. 

Reply 

4. Brian Aikens Says: 

 
April 26, 2007 at 7:02 pm 

Update, the good doctor refers to Dennis Kucinich’s call for Impeachment in another post. Tonight in the South 

Carolina Democratic debate with Dennis and seven other contenders, Brian Williams asked by a show of hands who 

would support Dennis’s call for Impeachment, only Dennis raised his hand. Oops!! 

Reply 

5. Chino Blanco Says: 

 
April 26, 2007 at 7:14 pm 

Uh, well, you could try going to a news site and typing “Cheney” and “impeachment” and see what comes up. Just 

an idea. 
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I’d suggest 

news.yahoo.com 

Feel free to read the “Cheney draws protests even at BYU” article at the top of the page before doing your search … 

My favorite quote from the article was this one: 

“I thought it was very non-political and applicable to our lives,” Nathan Brown, 26, of Pymouth, Calif., who 

graduated with degrees in history and economics, said after commencement. “I think all the protests were for 

nothing.” 

Uh, guess what, Nathan, you’re being quoted in an article about the protests, the kind of article that by simply being 

available at a major news site pretty much validates the efforts put into the protest … 

Runner-up quote would be: 

“We are just here to show there’s a lot of support for the vice president in Provo,” said BYU student Colby Green, 

22, of Orem. “We wanted people to know that the vocal minority is not the majority.” 

Uh, Colby, dear, why do you think Dick asked to speak in Provo in the first place? But, anyway, you did a very 

admirable job confirming what the VP already knew. Rock on. 

Reply 

6. Broz Says: 

 
April 27, 2007 at 7:45 am 

As Americans we are free to voice our discent. But as Mormons we are expected to “Follow the Prophet.” Well, the 

prophet choose to honor the vice-president yesterday. Whose side where you on? 

Reply 

7. Guy Murray Says: 

 
April 27, 2007 at 8:06 am 

Broz: Your logic here escapes me. Are you suggesting that those who chose to protest do not or did not follow the 

Prophet? That same Prophet, through the Church web site has stated: 
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Further, the Church “expects its members to engage in the political process in an informed and civil 

manner, respecting the fact that members of the Church come from a variety of backgrounds and 

experiences and may have differences of opinion in partisan political matters.” 

Those who dissented followed that same Prophet every bit as much as those who did not protest. There is no side 

here in terms of following the prophet. Difference of political opinion does not make one a heretic–not in this 

Church! 

Reply 

8. Chris H. Says: 

 
April 30, 2007 at 7:39 am 

I am heart broken to read that Warner would register as a Republican  I may have to stop listing him as one of 

my favorite Mormon lefties. There must be a good explanation for this. 

Reply 

9. Connor Says: 

 
April 30, 2007 at 5:14 pm 

Brian (#3), 

Since when does an overwhelming majority ever assert that a cause is just and true? If you claim to believe that the 

restored gospel of Jesus Christ is true, you find yourself in a small minority. Applying your same logic would entail 

that you are wrong and the gospel false, because the number of non-members far outweighs the number of 

members. 

Truth exists independent in its own sphere (D&C 93:30), regardless of how many people accept it. 

Reply 

10. Brian Aikens Says: 
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May 1, 2007 at 5:39 pm 

Connor, assertions versus observations, mine was but a simple observation. Agree or not agree with my observation, 

it is but an observation. 

Yes I do claim a testimony of the truthfulness of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ, a testimony of which I am 

extremely grateful. And yes I wholeheartedy agree with your last statement, gospel truth is truth, for if not, it not 

only doesn’t exist, it has no value. I hope we each have opportunities to share the blessings of the gospel with 

others. We invite others to recognize its truth, yet that remains their eternal choice. 

Thanks for the dialogue. 

Reply 

11. Bill Compton Says: 

 
June 4, 2007 at 1:52 pm 

Hi Jim. Photos i received. Thanks 

Reply 

 
December 3, 2007 at 8:52 am 

12. DJ Says: 

 
December 9, 2007 at 12:19 am 

I’m encouraged by the amount of debate this issue has spurred. It’s good for non-Mormons to see us debating and 

having conflicting opinions over political matters. This way we won’t be grouped as one big homogenous group of 

zombies. 

Reply 

13. Glen Hodges Says: 
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