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Over 2.5 billion people--half 

of the world's population--live 

on less than $2 per day

A critical need is not being 

adequately met…



the great divide
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Children under 14 in Workforce
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What is our stewardship?



“For the lack of opportunity (people) are not 

able to develop the talents and ability that are 

within them. This is the condition of the peoples 

of most of the nations of the earth….Jesus 

requires, absolutely requires, of us to take 

these people who have named through 

baptism, and teach them how to live, and how 

to become healthy, wealthy, and wise. This is 

our duty.”

-Brigham Young  



Are hard-working, self-employed  

Can’t get credit (small working capital 

loans) to run their tiny businesses 

profitably

Are virtual slaves to loan sharks who 

charge 300% to 3000% annual interest 

Remain in poverty because they can’t 

“get ahead”

many of the world’s poor:

“The poor stay poor, not because they are lazy 
but because they have no access to capital.”

- Milton Friedman, economist





Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) like Enterprise 
Mentors International created by some graduate 
students and I in 1989-90 to fight poverty in the 
Philippines.

http://www.enterprise-mentors.org/MeetOurClients.asp

Case: Disabled widow makes a life for her children

MINDANAO, Philippines – Twenty nine-year-old Liza Tano says 

that her “life is a constant struggle.”  Several years ago, Liza lost 

her leg in a car accident.  Three years ago her husband, Jose, 

died of a heart ailment and she was left to raise two small children 

alone.

After the loss of her husband, Liza took her children out of school 

because she was earning only pennies a day selling barbecue 

chicken from her door step.  She could barely feed her children 

and certainly could not afford to send them to school.  Despite her 

situation she never gave up and knew that someday God would 

bless her.
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EMI/Stewardship



http://www.enterprise-mentors.org/MeetOurClients.asp

When Liza attended a Mindanao 

Enterprise Development 

Foundation (MEDF) information 

meeting last September, she was 

impressed by the group’s mission 

of assisting the poor.  When she 

learned that she qualified, she 

immediately joined a group and 

took the group training.

When Liza received her first loan 

of $40, she used it to open and 

stock a small sari sari 

(convenience) store.  She used 

her second loan of $100 to add 

new merchandise including 

kitchen utensils and blankets to 

her inventory.
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A Salt Lake City LDS stake decided in 
1998 to mobilize its summer youth 
project beyond its members well-being 
in Utah.  They raised $150,000 and sent 
70 volunteers to the Sacred Valley of 
the Inca in Peru where they initiated a 
humanitarian venture to empower poor 
indigenous groups.  That effort grew 
into the foundation of Chasqui 
Humanitarian, an NGO that raises over 
$300,000 a year for development 
programs in Peru and Bolivia.
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CHASQUI Consecration



http://chasqui.org/
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O.U.A. Service

Another example is that of local Utah 
groups such as the Ouelessebougou-Utah 
Alliance that has expanded its sense of 
community beyond Salt Lake City and/or 
even Utah, to include a group of 72 poor 
indigenous villages in drought-stricken 
southern Mali. For over 15 years 
humanitarian work has been generated 
including schools built, wells dug, 
healthcare provided, vegetable gardens 
grown, and so on.
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“Verily I say, men should be anxiously 
engaged in a good cause, and do many 
things of their own free will, and bring to 
pass much righteousness: For the power is in 
them, wherein they are agents unto 
themselves.”

- D&C 58:27-28
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After telling of some who have made a 

difference serving others, President Hinckley 

asked:

“If not now, when?  If not you, who?

It is not enough that you get a job, that you 

get married, that you feverishly work to 

produce the kind of income which will make 

possible the luxuries of the world.  You may 

gain some recompense in all of this, but you 

will not gain the ultimate satisfaction.

As Isaiah has declared, ‘Strengthen ye the 

weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.  

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be 

strong, fear not: behold, your God … he will 

come and save you.’” (Isa. 35:3-4)

- Gordon B. Hinckley
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H.E.L.P. International/Service

 79 students trained as social entrepreneurs

 46 actually went to Honduras summer or fall (1999)

 Raised over $116,000

 47 village banks were created

 Over 800 jobs were created benefiting some 4,000 
victims of Hurricane Mitch

 Developed new, small banks for poorest of the poor: 
Accion Contra La Pobreza (ACP)

 Contributed over 20,000 community service hours in 
local government projects, refugee camps, schools, rural 
health clinics, orphanages, etc

 H.E.L.P. is now (2005) in its seventh year! Over 400 
students from BYU and other universities have spent     
2-4 months each in at least one of eight countries.
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New Center for Economic 

Self  Reliance (CESR)

 Established 2003

 $3 million donation for start-up

 Research, consulting, training, NGOs, 
journal, conference, and other programs

 BYU Marriott School/Pro-Poor BYU



“You must be the 

change you wish 

to see in the 

world.”
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Mahatma Gandhi



Wave of Hope Global Change Agents *

Serving Thai Survivors of the 12/26 Asian Tsunami / Khao Lak

WWW.EMPOWERINGNATIONS.ORG

*This presentation is dedicated to all the victims who died and to 

the brave survivors who now struggle to rebuild their lives.

Practicing the Prophet Joseph’s 
Teachings in 2005



OB 490 Becoming a Global Change 

Agent



The Tsunami as Catalyst

 12/26/04: Indian 
Ocean devastation 

 260,000 dead

 Four million homeless

 Eleven countries 
impacted

 Question: What to do 
after the big aid 
leaves? 

 OB 490: Where to 
help? Criteria?



Decision: Khao Lak, Thailand

From huge tsunami wave of destruction to our 
“Wave of Hope”



Wave of  Hope: Thailand
 Time Frame: May-Sept

 Volunteers: 112 U.S and 
Thailand 

 Time in Country: 1 month 
minimum

•Universities Represented: 14

•Countries of Volunteers: 7

•BYU Alum/Donors: 22

•Local Businesses Supportive: 14



Khao Lak Building Projects
 House Construction
 Woodworking
 Boat Building

•Painting Wood Products

•Plumbing, Bathroom &

Sewer Systems



Khao Lak Outdoors Projects

 Beach/Pond Debris Clean-up

 Restoring, Replanting Coastal Areas



Khao Lak Education Projects

 Schools Re-furbished/Re-opened

 Teaching in Schools: Computers, English



Income Generating Projects Toward 

Sustainability
 Thaikea: Furniture Making Woodshop

 In the process of becoming a worker-owned 
producer cooperative 



Women’s Jewelry-Making Cooperative
 Use of local pearls, training of tsunami survivors in new 

jewelry-making skills

 Business relationship established with Worldstock.com to 
sell tsunami pearl jewelry on the internet



In-Kind Donations/Consecration

 Hygiene kits to refugee camps

 School supplies for impoverished village schools

 Clothing for families in tsunami refugee camps

 Children’s toys for tsunami orphans



Tsunami Recovery
 Wave of Hope is serving the poorest of the 

Khao Lak poor

 Wave helps them pick up the pieces of 
their devastated lives

 One family, one house, one boat, one 
shop, one village– at a time



Reactions to Wave of  Hope
 Villagers: Love & gratitude to young Mormons 

who left colleges, jobs, internships, and families 
to serve as “students-without-borders”



General Lertrat
 Thai army rebuilding overseer praising 

BYU volunteers in service to his country

Ceremony to launch the first new fishing boat



Village Leader

 Response to Mormons/Joseph Smith 
Rescue Brigade



We Can Make A Difference

Honoring the 200th

anniversary of the 
Prophet’s birth:

“A man filled with the love of 
God, is not content with 
blessing his family alone, but 
ranges through the whole 
world, anxious to bless the 
whole human race.”

—Joseph Smith


