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Personal Background

I try to practice the Prophet Joseph’s expanded 
vision: “to bless the whole human race.”

--Family-centered, low consumption simple 
lifestyle

--Commitment to the global poor

--Foster the creation of co-ops & ESOPs globally 

--Live the principles of consecration & 
stewardship toward building Zion

--Living sustainability



Themes

◼ Today’s Problems

◼ The Ecology of Zion

◼ Mormon Teachings of Consecration

◼ Environmental Stewardship

◼ Sustainability

◼ Provident Living



“In the beginning….”
The Biblical Creation by God



Now the Devil’s World:
Utah’s Realities



Our Environmental Crises

◼ Pollution

◼ Greenhouse gases

◼ Industrialization

◼ Desertification 

◼ Deforestation

◼ Overfishing

◼ Population growth

◼ Overconsumption

◼ Aggressive economic expansion



Grasscutter Co-op Discussion in West 
Africa with Dr. Bou-Bou



Questions:

◼ Shouldn’t we live more sustainably? 

◼ What are our true “needs?”

◼ What are the needs of the global poor?

◼ Can satisfying their needs for survival and 
our wants (needs) for the good life both 
possible?



Unsustainability of Our Lifestyles

◼ The average person in developed nations consumes 
twice as much grain, twice as much fish, three times 
as much meat, nine times as much paper, and eleven 
times as much gasoline as someone living in a 
developing nation

◼ For highly industrialized economies, the total volume 
of natural resources used is 45 to 85 metric tons of 
material/person/year

◼ It takes about 300 kilograms of natural resources, 
including hidden material flows (mining, earth 
moving, erosion) to generate US $100 of income



Non-Providential Living Jokingly 
Described on Occasion

“We buy things that

we don’t need, 

with money we don’t have, 

to impress people we don’t like.”



Comparison of Joke to Conventional 
Thinking

◼ With market challenges, financial news 
analysts and public policy makers hope  
consumers will open up their pocket books.

◼ News reports often emphasize that when 
the economy is weak consumer spending is 
needed: “If consumer spending gets 
stronger…”

◼ Note the automatic connection of healthy 
spending with more spending



Who is the Consumer that we are Hoping 
will Rescue the Economy?

◼ Record levels of personal debt exist in U.S.

◼ An alarming rise in late mortgage 
payments, with Utah being one of the 
areas of concern

◼ Conclusion: we are pinning our hopes for 
a revitalization of the economy on a group 
of consumers buried in debt and missing 
mortgage payments.



More Conventional Commentary

- NPR News:
“ …  consumer spending is beginning to slow and 

if consumers stop spending, then the economy 
will be in real trouble.”

- WSJ Headline: 
“How Much Longer Can Consumers Keep the 

Economy Afloat?”

- Whitehouse calls 2003-2006:
“If American citizens don’t spend more, the 

terrrorists will have won!”



Brigham Young’s Theory of Wealth

“The riches of the kingdom or nation do not 
consist so much in the fullness of its 
treasury as in the fertility of the soil and the 
industry of its people.” 



Three Sources of Wealth Identified by 
Brigham Young

◼ Fertility of the soil

◼ Industry of the people

◼ Fullness of the treasury



Financial Capital

Natural Capital

Human Capital

CONVENTIONAL CAPITALISM

Natural Capital

Human Capital

Financial 

Capital

ALTRENATIVE CAPITALISM

Relationship Between Types of Capital



Zion as the United Order



Mormon Cooperative Systems

◼ Kirtland, Missouri, Nauvoo, etc.

◼ Utah types (400 created):

- Urban co-op enterprises such as SLC 
soap, lumber, construction co-ops, etc.

- Unified co-op: St. George (G.A. Smith)

- Community-based co-ops such as  
Brigham City (L. Snow) & ZCMI

- Rural communal co-ops like Orderville



The Proclamation on the Economy 
- 1875 -

◼ One of the great evils with which our own nation is 
menaced at 

◼ the present time is the wonderful growth of wealth in the 
hands of a comparatively few individuals.

◼

◼ The very liberties for which our fathers contended so 
steadfastly and courageously, and which they bequeathed 
to us as a priceless legacy, are endangered by the 
monstrous power which this accumulation of wealth gives 
to a few individuals and a few powerful corporations.

◼

◼ By its seductive influence results are accomplished which, 
were it more equally distributed, would be impossible under 
our form of government. It threatens to give shape to the 
legislation, both State and National, of the entire country.

◼



If this evil should not be checked, and measures not taken
to prevent the continued enormous growth of riches among 
the class already rich, and the painful increase of destitution and 
want among the poor, the nation is likely to be overtaken by   
disaster; for, according to history, such a tendency among nations 
once powerful was the sure precursor of ruin.

Then it was that the Saints were counseled to enter into co-
operation. In the absence of the necessary faith to enter upon a 
more perfect order revealed by the Lord unto the Church, this was 
felt to be the best means of drawing us together and making us 
one.

A union of interests was sought to be attained. At the time co-
operation was entered upon the Latter-day Saints were acting in 
utter disregard of the principles of self-preservation. They were 
encouraging the growth of evils in their own midst which they 
condemned as the worst features of the systems from which they 
had been gathered. Large profits were being concentrated in 
comparatively few hands, instead of being generally distributed 
among the people. As a consequence, the community was being 
rapidly divided into classes, and the hateful and unhappy 
distinctions which the possession and lack of wealth give rise to, 
were becoming painfully apparent….

◼



Co-operation has submitted in silence to a great many 
attacks. Its friends have been content to let it endure the 
ordeal. But it is now time to speak. 

The Latter-day Saints should understand that it is our duty to 
sustain co-operation and to do all in our power to make it a 
success. The local co-operative stores should have the cordial 
support of the Latter-day Saints.

Does not all our history impress upon us the great truth that 
in union is strength? Without it, what power would the Latter-
day Saints have? But it is not our doctrines alone that we 
should be united, but in practice and especially in our 
business affairs.

Your Brethren,

Brigham Young & the Twelve



Prophetic Teachings on United Order 
& Co-ops

◼ Proclamation on the Economy
◼ Church to save its people in this life: J. Smith
◼ Equality is required: B. Young
◼ Finance & surplus to the poor: L. Snow
◼ Jobs for all: J. Taylor
◼ Wealthy to open wallets to the poor: W. 

Woodruff
◼ Shun materialism/pay hi wages: S. W. Kimball
◼ Consecration essential: E. T. Benson
◼ Lift the hands that hang down: G. B. Hinckley
◼ Much of D&C/Book of Mormon/Bible



LDS Views of Co-operatives

◼ Proclamation on the Economy

◼ John A. Widtsoe: 

- The criteria for judging how good an 
organization is should be done by assessing how 
closely it fits United Order principles

◼ Ezra Taft Benson, Agriculture Co-op Executive & 
U.S. Cabinet member:

- Everything we do in this church is to 
prepare us for living consecration & the United 
Order



Lifestyle Solutions:

- Providential Living 
- Environmental Responsibility

- Simplicity
- Consecration
- Stewardship



3 Brief Examples of a Sustainability 
Agenda & Provident Living

◼ LDS Church’s Providential Living Website

◼ Public Sector Example of Provident Living 
–Curitiba, Brazil

◼ Private Sector Example –Interface Carpet 
Company 



http://www.providentliving.org

This work of providing in 
the Lord's way ... cannot be 
neglected or set aside. It is 
central to our doctrine; it is 
the essence of our religion" 
- Dieter F. Uchtdorf, 
"Providing in the Lord's 
Way," Oct. 2011, general 
conference



Providential vs. Profligate Living

◼ Conventional economic thinking can easily 
lead to profligate living with its over-
emphasis on consumer spending

◼ Economic thinking, grounded in energy 
systems theory leads naturally to 
provident living, with it focus on using all 
of God’s resources wisely

◼ Reject the $25,000 dessert in NYC

◼ Ignore the $100,000 night at luxury hotels



President G. B. Hinckley on Thrift 
& Industry

◼ Ours is a wasteful generation. Our 
pioneer forebears lived by the motto: 
“Fix it up, wear it out, make it do, or do  
without”. Today, the obsession with 
riches cankers and destroys and leads 
to irresponsible financial decisions. … 
Work and thrift are indeed virtues to be 
exploited, virtues to be admired, virtues 
vital to the stability of any healthy 
society, family, and  individual.



Join the Green Shopping Movement 
- Green Consumer Guide -



Providential Living:  A Public Sector 
Example, Three Economies 

◼ Curitiba Brazil is widely recognized as the 
most livable city in the country

◼ This happened because of three decades 
of visionary leadership committed to 
principles of provident Living

◼ The catalyst for this transformation was 
an architect named Jaime Lerner



Jamie Lerner as Mayor, Curitiba

◼ Commitment: Invest in people and 
environment and not spend money he 
didn’t have

Or

◼ The familiar pioneer motto, ‘Fix it up, wear 
it out, make it do, or do without,” 
describes well the philosophy they used to 
lead Curitiba 



Curitiba’s Innovative Policies & 
Practices

◼ Flood Control

◼ Cleaning Fishing Bays

◼ Rural Self Reliance

◼ Lighthouse Libraries

◼ Inviting New Industry

◼ Public Transportation System



Brigham Young on Waste

◼ Never let anything go to waste. 

◼ Be prudent, save everything, and what 
you get more than what you can take care 
of yourselves, ask your neighbors to help 
you consume. … 

◼ Never consider that you have enough 
around you to suffer your children to 
waste a crumb of it.



Brigham Young on Waste Cont’d….

◼ If a man is worth millions of bushels of 
wheat and corn, he is not wealthy enough 
to … sweep a single kernel of it into the 
fire; 

◼ Let it be eaten by something and pass 
again into the earth, and thus fulfill the 
purpose for which it grew. 

◼ Remember it, do not waste anything, but 
take care of everything.“ 



Providential Living: A Private Sector 
Example – Interface Inc.

“Am I guilty of intergenerational 
tyranny, the most severe case of 
taxation without representation?

…am I a thief too?”

--CEO Ray Anderson

He answered his own questions 
by declaring himself a plunderer 
of the earth and a legal thief, 
citing tax laws that encourage 
waste



Interface Corp’s Innovative Policies 
& Practices

◼ Definition of Waste: Any input which 
doesn’t add value to the company

◼ Design of Shanghai Factory – pumping 
fluid through several machines

◼ Transformation of a Carpet Selling 
Company to a Floor Covering Service 
Company – Solenium

◼ Attempts to Measure Company in “God’s 
Currency”



God’s Currency - Energy

◼ Systems Ecologist Howard T. Odum, 
recognizes that energy is God’s currency, 
just as money is man’s currency:

◼ “Everything which we regard as being of 
real value has to be produced and 
maintained by work processes from the 
[physical] environment, sometimes helped 
by people and sometimes not.”                 
- H. T. Odum



God’s Currency vs. Human Currency

◼ Financial Accounting methods track money 
– man’s currency – through organizations 
created by humans

◼ Environmental Accounting methods track 
energy – God’s currency – through 
ecosystems created by God



All Things for Benefit & Use of People
D&C 59:18-21

◼ 18: Yea, all things which come of the earth, in the 
season thereof, are made for the benefit and the use
of man, both to please the eye and to gladden the 
heart;
19: Yea, for food and for raiment, for taste and for 
smell, to strengthen the body and to enliven the soul.

http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/59/18a#18a
http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/59/18b#18b
http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/59/18c#18c
http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/59/19a#19a
http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/59/19b#19b


All Things for Benefit & Use of People
D&C 59:18-21

◼

20: And it pleaseth God that he hath given all these 
things unto man; for unto this end were they made 
to be used, with judgment, not to excess, neither by 
extortion.
21: And in nothing doth man offend God, or against 
none is his wrath kindled, save those who confess 
not his hand in all things, and obey not his 
commandments.



We should all become environmental 
stewards and take action:

“Verily I say, men should be anxiously 
engaged in a good cause, and do many 
things of their own free will, and bring to 
pass much righteousness: For the power is 
in them, wherein they are agents unto 
themselves.”

- D&C 58:27-28



The religious order “Sisters of Charity” in India spread their 
impact in suffering countries around the globe. Simplicity in 
living is a core value.

“It is a very great poverty 

to decide that a child 

must die that you might 

live as you wish.”

-Mother Teresa of Calcutta



Comments, Questions, Ideas?


