
The Evolving World of 
International Development

Dr. Warner Woodworth 
David M. Kennedy Center, Brigham Young University





"A man filled with the 
love of God, is not 
content with blessing 
his family alone, but 
ranges through the 
whole world, anxious 
to bless the whole 
human race" 

-Joseph Smith
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Development Overview



How the world got into 
this mess…



- Imperialism -





Josiah Clark Nott’s 
Indigenous 
Races of the 
Earth,1857





Dependency Theory

CORE

Semi periphery

Periphery

Resources, such as 
minerals, agriculture 
and labor, flow from a 
"periphery" of poor and 
underdeveloped states 
to a "core" of wealthy 
states, enriching the 
latter at the expense of 
the former. 



World GDP Per Capita



U.S. GDP in trillions 
From 1800 to 2000

US GDP per capita since 1790





Demographic Transition





World Population Growth Through History



Today, more than ½ of the world’s 
population is living on less than $2 

per day



WWII 
and Decolonization



Efforts to undo the damage done



United Nations General Assembly, 
December 10, 1948 

“…the inherent dignity and of the equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family.“

-The Universal Declaration of Human Rights



But…

Old 
paradigms 
Die 
hard





The unintended consequences



Illustration:

Who is the brightest, smartest 
person in the room?



Sen. Jane Nelson, Texas Where did we ever get 
the crazy idea that in 
order to make [people] 
do better, first we have 
to make them feel 
worse? Think of the 
last time you felt 
humiliated. . . Did you 
feel like cooperating or 
doing better? 



Spectrum of Giving

Receiver 
is 
harmed, 
unbeknownst 
to me…

Receiver 
becomes 
dependent

Receiver 
is neither 
helped 
nor hurt

Receiver is 
helped in a 
time of 
need

Receiver 
learns the 
principles of 
self-reliance 
and has the 
chance to use 
her talents

I got my 
service 
hours in!

I get to 
keep 
helping! 
But this is 
taking a 
lot of my 
time!

I feel 
great! 
And I get 
to walk 
away

It’s a great 
feeling to 
have helped 
someone 
through a 
difficult 
moment

I create a 
lasting bond 
that is based 
on mutual 
respect

Receiver

Giver

Worst              Bad                 Indifferent            Better Best



“Service is the very fiber of which an 
exalted life in the 
celestial kingdom is 
made” 
-Marion G. Romney



What has been learned from the past 
60 years of International 

Development?



There is a difference 
between humanitarian 
aid and international 

development!



Needy vs. Poor
 Temporary need due to 

disaster, famine, death, 
conflict, etc.

 Material aid, food, and other 
immediate assistance 

 One-time intervention may 
be enough

 Dignity is easier to regain

 HUMANITARIAN 
AID

 Long-term deprivation of 
education, food, capital, power

 Erode dignity and undermine 
self-respect 

 Education, encouragement, 
empowerment 

 Such efforts must extend over 
time.

 INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT



Maslow’s             
Hierarchy of 
Needs
Self Actualization

Esteem

Love/Belonging

Safety

Physiological



Case of the Ouelessebougou Alliance

 Why-lessebougou?
 End of the drought and progression from 

humanitarian aid to international development
 Three core initiatives
 5-step plan to community-based development



A Brief History of Mali

 Under the rule of Mansa Musa in the 15th century, 
Mali was the jewel of Africa

 It’s decline was compounded by the French 
colonization and subsequent withdrawal

 Today, Mali is one of the 5 poorest countries in the 
world.



Comparing GNI per capita in the

US  &  Mali

$457

$1,000

$9,573

$44,000

1950

2007



Comparing HDI in 
US  &        Mali

0.3800.951

2007



1. Assessment (Jan-Jun 2009)   
Qualitative assessment involved 4 American and 3 Malian interns
Annual assessment involved Mali staff

2. Data Analysis (June 2009-Nov 2009)
Qualitative analysis has involved 3 interns and 12 volunteers (using Nvivo software)
Quantitative analysis has involved 2 volunteers & 1 professor (using STATA software)

3. Data Sharing (Sept 2009-Feb 2010)
Profiles being made by 52 BYU students and 1 intern 
Translation to be done by at least 5 native French speakers
Analysis and profiles will be shared with each village

4. Village Workshops (2010-2015)
Workshop being developed by Mali/Utah staff, committees and development experts

5. Ongoing assessment (starts 2010 - ongoing)

5 Step Plan 
(for community-based development beginning 2009)



OA’s driving goals

Ownership 
Sustainability
Accountability



ombating dependency, building Self-Reliance
“Fable of the Gullible Gull,” Reader’s Digest, Oct. 1950, p. 3



“Many programs have been set 
up by well-meaning individuals 
to aid those who are in need.  
However, many of these 
programs are designed with the 
short-sighted objective of 
‘helping others,’ as opposed to 
‘helping people help themselves.’  
Our efforts must always be 
directed toward making able-
bodied people self-reliant.”

Marion G. Romney
founder, LDS Welfare Department



OA Goal: 

put ourselves out of a job!



The quality or state of being 
worthy, honored, or esteemed 

Dignity



“Human dignity is the true 
measure of human development.”

-Asian Human Rights Commission



What can we learn from the 
PLAN about helping others?



The creation

He didn’t need anyone’s help, but He wanted to teach



"The Lord doesn’t really need us to take care of 
the poor, but we need this experience, for it is 
only through our learning how to take care of 
each other that we develop within us the 
Christ-like love and disposition necessary to 
qualify us to return to his presence"                  
- Marion G . Romney, Ensign, Nov. 1981, 92).



Eve and the 
forbidden fruit

The fall gave her the chance to be self-reliant.
Let’s not deprive others of that privilege



Examples from the Savior’s teachings
John 9:7

Matthew 25



The

Atonement
2 Nephi 25:23



“Let me tell you what 
the poor really want –
what they want is to be 
recognized as human.  
They don’t want to be a 
program, they don’t 
want a gift; they want to 
be treated like a human 
being.”

-Mother Theresa



Muhammad 
Yunus:

“Appreciate the 
unexplored potential 
of the destitute.”



Muhammad Yunus

“...poor people are 
just as human as 
anyone else. They 
have just as much 
potential as anyone.”



Summary
Imperialism often undermined 

dignity
Governments and NGOs frequently 

used the wrong approach
Dignity is the true measure of human 

development
OA is striving toward that goal



Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing’s going to get 
better. It’s not.

-Dr. Theodore Seuss Geisel




